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NEY HALF-WAY HCUSE TAVERY PA,
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County Roubte FL5045, wast of State Route #4l, ionden
Grove Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania (Fefo*oqce:
Hap of Chester County /by Gounty COﬂmlasiCﬂeRE/ 1956},

Zverett E, foxley, Chathan, Pennsylvznia.
This house, erscted about 1763, is ons of the few with

enter chimey found thus far in Cnester County. It
also contains some good interior woodworic.

i

"PART I. HTITCRICAL ITIFORMATION

A, Physical History

1. Original and subsequent owners:
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John Fothergill et al, 1762 to indrew Caldwell.

Andrew Caldwell 1752 to Joseph Fennock.

Joseph Fennock 1776 to Jesse Fannoci.

Jesse Fennock 1816 to Daughters, Hannah and Gdary Ann
Pernock.

Hannah Pennock and Hary Ann Rakestraw 1818 to David Hillis
and William Kensey.

David 1lis heirs 1325 to William Kinsey, thelr interest.
William Kinsey 1831 to Thomas Hicks.

Thomas Hicks 1835 to Josepn Way.

Joseph day 1856 o John ‘ay.

John Way's exec. 1875 to Josegh Way,

Joseph Way 1876 te Israsl H. iay.

Israel H. Vay 1877 to Joseph Way for bensfit of creditoers.
Joseph Way, assignee, 1878 to Chandler Phillips,

Chandler Fhillips 1279 to John i, Carter.

Jehn I. Carter 1509 to J. (larence Carter.

J. Clarence larter 1922 to Zerry X, :oxley and Zverett =,
doxley. ’
Berry C. lloxday diad 1947 and left nis 1/2 intarest to wifs,
lannie toxley.

List of the tavern keepers at this place,

1.

2.

3.

Robert 3aldwin 1763 = petition for license included in
Supplemental Material - mentions "a good new Dwelling house
ahed & Stabling is now erected,®

Richard Jacobs' petition dated 1765 statss "your rstitioner
rath rented the nouse where Robert Zaldwin now liviih calis
the ilew Half-¥ay uou@e, situated on the Great Road lsading
from Lancaster to New Fort & Wilmingten”. Tha license was
granted and renewed 1766, 1747, 1763,

William Pew in 1769 asked for a license at the New Half-Way
house and remainad there until 1772; when
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L. Jesse Pennock asked for 2 license at the house where
¥illiam Pew had been., This Jesse Fennock was the son of
Joserh Pennock who had bought the place in 1762 and leased
it to Robert Baldwin, Richard Jacebs and William Pew
above., The license was granted to Jesse ennock in
1773, 1774, 1775. Thkat was the last year the place was
used as a tavern as far as is known, although some petitions
for the war years are missing. Jesse Pennock bought the
land from his father in 1776 and erected a mill, He was
also a hatter,.

The original Half Way House was right in the village of
Chatham, about 1/4 mile or less east of this center chimney
house. It was owned by the cKean family, and it is probvably
where Thomas MeKean was born. Locally, pecple have been
confused, and this stone building has at times been known as
the birth place of Thomas McKean. Included in the Supplemental
Material is a paragraph from a newspaper clipping dated
Jan. 29, 1880, telling of the house., The article is a long
one but worthless copying exceprt this paragraph for it confuses
the two Half-Way Houses. '

3. Architect, builder, suppliers etc.: Unknown.
L. Original plans, construction etc.: HNone known.

5. DNotes on alterations and additions: This house has been very
1ittle changed except for a modern frame addition to the east.
The pent eaves, except on the north side, and the cornice
retuorns on the east and west sides have not been kept. The
walls hava been plastered.

é, Iaportart old views and references:
Views: Hone found. '
References: Clipping and manuscript files in the Chester County
Historical Society under headings: London Grove Twp.lands.
Also wills and deeds in the Court House, West Chester, Fa.

Historical Zvents Connected with the Structure: Originally# the
road frem Gap te ewport, Delawars ren in front of this house,
which was the reason it was a tavern. later, the road was changsd
and left the house off a main travelled road, It ig the only
center chimmey house found thus far in Chester County. It has not
teen possible to take any interior plctures at present. There is
a very handsome built-in cupboard and some good woodwork enclosing
the stalr way, which is at the west side of the great chimney.

The will of Jesse Pennock proved in 1816 mentions this cupboard,
the contents being divided between two daughters.

Likely Sources Hot Tet Investigated: Yona known.
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D. ZSupplemental Haterial
1. ‘aterial written Nov.29, 1763:

"o the Honnourable Justices of the fsace of the Court of Luarter
Sesalons to be held at Chester for the County of Chester the 2%th
day of the Eleventh nmonth 1763

"The Petition of Rebert Zaldwin of london grove township
and County of Chaster Humbly Sheweth —-

"That your Petitioner hath setiled on a Plantation on the
grate Hoad leading from Lanchester to Newport on the Run Cauld the
Pound Run on Which 3alid Flace a good new Dwelling house shed & Stabling
is now erected & your Fetitioner lhumbly Consavsing the Zame may ve a
Sultable Place for a'tavrin -~ It being a very good 3tage for iagons
and well Accommadated for Water your Patitionsr therefore Prays this
Court will Pleas to Recommend him to his Honnour the govener in order
to obtain Licence that the Publick may he Sarved, Hobert Baldwin

_ and we the under Subseribers knowing That the above
Petitioner hath good Convenances for keeping 3 Publick house of
Entertainmet and Being Sattisfied that he and his Wife is Cutable
Persons for that Busnis We therefore Prays this Court will Fleas to
recommend him to his honnour the govener in order to obtain Licence
agreeable to his Request,”

Alexander Anderson Francis Foster Jozeph Pennock ye Elder
Joalas Mllen Freds Lamborn Aaron Zaker
George Passmore James Pussy Joel Baily
David Harland Samuel Danjel Joseph Taylor
John Culberson Andrew lacCoy flugh Opeakman

James Greenfield Samiel dorton

David England John durford

John Fusey Jnr William Chandler

£1lis Fusey Wiliam Allen

Joshua Fusey

N >
(Indorsed on bdack) ~

Hobert Baldwin's Pstition
25th Mowr 1763
Allowad

2. '"American Fspublican®, 'est Chester, Pa. -~ Jan. 29. 1380C:

"A further description of the '"Halfe Way House.' It 1lg a 3J=story
gstone building with roof projections, or poinit saves covering the
windows at sides and ends. At one corner of the well near the maln

outer door, is a projecting stone, with a deep noten or slit out in
it, over which travelers threw the reins of bpridles when allighting.
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The outer doors are very wide, with heavy oak double panneling with
immense wrought iron hinges and locks, large enough for a jail. The
chimney, which occeuries a2 central position on the building, is a
wonderful structure; being 18 feet wide and 5 feet thick. The fire~
place had evidently been supplied with logs drawn in by a horse, for
whilch there was abundance of room. In connection with this chimney,
is a pair of very substantial stone steps, leading to the second
story, and back of this the wine or liquor cellar. The roof is
sustained by heavy, hewn rafters and purlings, with king-braces,
strong enough for a barn reof. In the garret are old-time relics,
corresponding with the anclent house, such as swifis, reels, large
and small spinning wheels, estc. Host of the distinctive features

of antiquity about the old hcuse have been religiously pursued by
its late owners, and no changes made in it except such as convenience
and comfort imperatively demanded."

Prepared by Bart Anderson - May 1959
Curator, Chester County Historical Socisty

PART II, ARCHITGCTURAL YIFORMATION

A, General Ztatement

1. Architectural Character: Ixcept for the addition of a modern
wood section, there have baen few changes in the house.

2, Condition of FTabrie: Fair.
3. Technical Deseription of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Tweoeand-a-=half stories, with fireplace
and bake oven in bvasement; 30131 uy 331107,

2. Foundations: &Stone,
s HWall construction: Stone, modern plasher over it.
3 P

-

Le Chimneys: 3tonse, in cenber of house - ¢a 3' by 18' at bzsze,
5. Openings

a, Doorways and doors: All sesm original,

b, Windows and shubters: All seem original.

6. Roof

a. Shape, covering: TFairly steep piich gable roof, with .
wood shinglss, '

b. Cornice, eaves: Seem originay cornice on east and sest '
gides is missing, as are the pent eaves. '




C.

)YEW HALF-WAY HOUSE TAVERN
{CESTIR CHIMNEZY HCUSE

Page 5 EABS No. PA-119

¢. Dormers: Ilone,.

Technical Cescription of Interiors

1. Floor Flans: 1 large room in east end of basement, apd 2 in
west end, TFirst and second flocrs each have four rooms, and
one large unfinished room in attic.

2« Ztadrways: There are stone stairs from basement to first
floor —~ on west side of center chimney. Inclosed wood stairs
are above that.

3. Flooring: Mestly all original.

Le Wall and ceiling finish:s Flaster,

5. Doorwzys and doors: HMostly all original.

&, Trim: lostly original. Fine corner cupboard in first floor,
Northeast corner of the Hortheast room.

7. Hardware: Considerable ancunt of ¢riginal hardware remains.

8. Iighting: Modern electricity.

9. Heating: Fireplaces remzin.

Site

1. General =etting and orientotion: touse faces south, on bank
very near road.

2. Enclosures: lNona.

3. Outbuildings: Hone; modern farm buildings on south side of
70ad.

he ¥Walks, driveways etc.: Nogpe.

¥
5. landscaping, =ardens etc.: Nons.,

Prepared by Bart Anderson - :day 1959
Curator, Chester County Histordeal Soclety



